CHAPTER VII

.    Implications Of The Theory

The implications of this theory of the origin and diffu-
sion of culture-traits and of their differential diffusion-
potential are fundamental; they invalidate many of the
current concepts of cultures.,

The distinction between foreign and indigenous, culture-
traits, between culture-change through "growth from within;"
and through "diffusion from without",   vanishes.     For
instance, the concept that Buddhism is indigenous to India,
a product of inward  growth, but foreign to China, to
which it diffused from without, is invalid., Buddhism was
originated by the individual, the Buddha; he built it on
the basis of his predecessors who made contributions to
philosophy; but without any reference to numerous culture
traits of his day, concerning food, clothing,   shelter, recrea-
tion, ceremonies,  habits,  customs, and institutions, politi-
cal, social,  educational,  and economic.    From him, the
individual inventor,  it spread to other individuals who
happened to be men or women, of different races and
religions,  professions and vocations, in and out of India*
The culture-trait was new until it was accepted*   It was not
indigenous to India and foreign to China; 'it was noit.a
product of Indian culture which diffused to Chinese culture,

Edison invented the electric light. He built on the
inventions of his predecessors in the electric field, but not
on the innumerable culture-traits prevalent in the world or
in America or even his home at the time. From him the
trait spread to others American$ and npn-Americans, in all
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